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Football program may be disbanded this week

Faculty real-life
experiences
benefit classes

BY MIKE PIGNATARO
BY SUSAN KEANE

Faced by a budget crunch,
Fairfield's athletic administration
said the university's football program may be disbanded by the end
of this week and join the likes of
fellow-MAAC schools St. John's
and Canisius, which cut its programs earlier this year.
Director
of Athletics
EDITORIAL
Eugene Doris
said a budget Student athletes hurt
if ptogtam ended
meeting was
Page 12
scheduled for
late Wednesday Feb. 5
REACTIONS
where a deciFootball players
sion would be
sound off on possible
made whether
disbandment
to keep the
Page 15
program or
not. The result
of that meeting was not available
at press time, but the decision
will be posted online at
www.fairfieldmirror.com on
Thursday.
"It's been a difficult budget
year for athletics. ... We've been
lucky in the past," Doris said. "It's
highly speculative right now. The
fate of the team right now is unknown."
Doris cited budget cuts and
the struggling local economy as
chief factors behind the possible
disbandment of the program,
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Budget line drive: Alumni Field might see less use if the football program is disbanded this week.

which was a club sport until the
mid-80s and reinstated as a Division I-AA non-scholarship varsity
sport in 1996. In 2001, the football program was alotted $ 170,747
by the university to cover overall
team expenses, according to the
Fairfield University Athletics Disclosure Act documents.
Two weeks ago The Mirror

asked Doris if there was any possibility that the football program
would be disbanded, and Doris
said that anything was possible
when considering budget cuts.
"If you take a look at society
itself and the economy, economics of education are always in
question," said Doris two weeks
ago. "I mean we're in question

every year. We have to go into the
budget committee and justify what
we're doing and why we're doing
it. They have those meetings every year for a reason."
At St. John's, an extensive 18month review focusing on maximizing student-athlete develop
SEE "FATE" ON P.
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Student poll: library ranked as best campus resource
BY CHRIS ZEITZ

Half the student body liked
the Dimenna Nyselius Library and
half did not in 1997. According to

polls, students have the highest
opinion of the library among major campus resources millions of
dollars and five years later.
Ninety-seven percent of stu-

MTRPOP library popularity
T

Students gave the library higher marks
SNAPSHOT than in 1997. Here is how they responded
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dents said that they had a positive
opinion of the library, according to
a random polling in mid-November of 261 Fairfield University students. In 1997, that number was
merely 46 percent.
The library prevailed in the
minds of students among nine resources, ranging from FUSA to the
Health Center. Students expressed
an 87 percent positive rating for
campus computer labs, placing
these resources also among the
most favored. Statistically, the resource that faired the poorest was
the campus dining hall, with 51
percent of students with a negative
opinion.
The most recent "Senior Survey" also showed that the library
had the highest satisfaction rating
(86 percent) among campus resources. Similar to the poll of the
entire student body, five years ago
the library was ranked near the

bottom with only a 27 percent satisfaction rating, according to Joan
Overfield, Director of Library Services.
Students interviewed about
the strong poll results and library
officials pointed to the $16.7 million building program as the "most
visible" improvement over the past
five years. According to
Overfield, the completed addition
doubled the available square footage in the 2001-2002 academic
year.
"The added space allowed
new service opportunities such as
the 24-hour computer lab and cafe/
study space, the auditorium, an
enlarged Information Commons, a
second open computer lab, group
study rooms and an electronic
classroom," wrote Overfield in an
email.
SEE "SUCCESS" ON P.
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Kristin Rodriguez, '04, a marketing major, looks over a case
study she was handed in class and
is surprised by how realistic it
seems. A few minutes later her
professor informs the class that this
case was taken from his own experience in the business world.
Similar to other professors,
her professor has consulting experience in the business world, and
shares this valuable knowledge
with his students.
This kind of experience is
beneficial and encouraged by the
university according to academic
Vice President, Dr. Orin
Grossman.
"In general
the university
encourages faculty to have connections outside
the university in
the professional
world," he said.
GROSSMAN
"For example,
in the School Of
Nursing, it is important that professors have outside experience in
the clinical world so that they can
maintain their clinical skills and
have knowledge about the latest
technology and treatments.
"In professional schools like
the School of Nursing not only
would you encourage faculty having outside work experience, but
you would expect it." Grossman
continued.
According to university
policy, any faculty member employed full time by the university
is required to file any outside employment with the academic vice
president and the dean of their
school.
Although there is no policy on
the amount of hours or extent to
which they may be involved with
any outside employment, there are
some limitations, according to Dr.
Grossman.
"The general rule of thumb is
that any professor employed outside the university should not work
the equivalent of more than one
day a week," he said. "We don't
want any faculty member involved
in another place that would take
away from class time, advising or
mentoring. Our first priority is the
students."
Students seem to agree that as
SEE "FACULTY" ON P.
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Actions speak louder than words for anti-war protesters
BY HEATHER MANNING

Stepping over a face-down body in order to check your mail is not a common occurrence at Fairfield University. However,
if you passed by the mailroom last Tuesday, Jan. 28, this scenario was a reality.
As part of a "die-in" staged by Fairfield
University's anti-war group, Fairfield Students for Peace, students pretended to be
dead war victims while their peers stood by
handing out anti-war flyers.
"The purpose of he protest was so that
students would realize that people are actually going to die if there is a war," said Linda
Davidow, '05, an active member of the
group who passed out flyers during the protest near the campus mailroom.
Others were stationed by Jazzman's Cafe
and Canisius Hall. The sprawled out "dead"
had a sign on their bodies with captions such
as "Dead U.S. Solider" or "Innocent Iraqi
child." The flyers revealed information such
as the sharp contrast between the large
amounts of money the government allots to
the military budget, as opposed to spending
on education and healthcare programs. The
bodies and the information on the flyers
caught the attention of the student body.
Most people took flyers, but a few stu-

Laura Walsh/The Mirror

Silent protest: Student activists lay dead in the campus center to protest war in Iraq.
dents seemed angered by the protest and
uttered pro-war sentiments as they walked
by, according to Davidow.
Kate Poniatowski, '05, who was
handed a flyer on her way to meet friends
for lunch, thought the protest was a successful endeavor.
"I think that this was a good idea because, regardless of your beliefs on the U.S.Iraq situation, it got you thinking about what

a huge deal war is, and whether or not you
want to support it," Poniatowski said.
Fairfield Students for Peace, cofounded by Emmett Kearney, '03, and Ed
Feldheim, '03, began at a speech given by
Quaker peace-activist John Humphries, who
came to campus to lecture about his experiences in Iraq. Afterwards, a few people
gathered to discuss starting actions on campus to oppose the Bush Administration's

advocacy of war.
"The Bush administration is pushing for
this war not for the safety of the American
people, but for economic, political, and
power related issues," Kearney said.
The group wants students to challenge
their beliefs and start asking questions.
"The administration's ties to the oil and
military industries should make people
question their motives right off the bat," he
added. "The fact that Iraq wasn't an issue
pre-911 should make people question a
war."
Fairfield Students for Peace has been
active in their crusade and has grown rapidly from six members to over 80 in the
course of three months. Early actions were
holding on- and off-campus demonstrations,
distributing flyers, and having an anti-war
panel of professors on December 10, when
there was national call to action of peace
groups. Fifty Fairfield University students
and faculty attended the national protest
against war in Washington DC on Jan. 18.
Currently, they hold weekly demonstrations on the Post Road at the town green in
downtown Fairfield on Tuesdays from 4:006:00 p.m. The group hopes to rally students
to attend the anti-war rally in New York City
on Feb. 15.
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Thursday, January 30
5:19 p.m. - A Prep student reported the theft of two portable CD players from his
gym bag while he was at swim practice. The case is under investigation.
Friday, January 31
11:43 a.m. - Another Prep student was caught with marijuana in the parking lot of
Prep.
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6:18 p.m. - There was an accident in the Village parking lot involving two motor
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10:19 p.m. - A freshman was stopped in the Jogues parking lot for possessing
alcohol. The case has been referred to judicial.

Jennifer Cole
CIRCULATION

Amy Womack
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Dr. James Simon
ADVISOR

Jessica Holmberg
COPY EDITOR

Saturday, February 1
\
10:55 p.m. - Cigarette smoke caused a fire alarm to go off in Gonzaga. Because
of the school's policy on smoking, the case has been referred to judicial.
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Sunday, February 2
5:03 a.m - While secuirty was patrolling at the townhouses, an open back door
was found. When the house was approached, a Beirut table was found. The
house will now have judicial action taken against them.
7:47 p.m. - Racial graffiti was reported in the men's bathroom on the lower level of
the library. The bathroom was shut down and the messages were removed.
10:47 p.m. - Security responded to a medical emergency in the Loyola art room.
A female student was found with her leg cut open by an Exacto knife. She was
then taken to a hospital by her friends.
Monday, February 3
3:36 a.m. - Security arrested a non-student for violating a previous Criminal Trespass Warning. The non-student was visiting a student on campus, who will be
referred to judicial.

CORRECTIONS
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errbrs, please call Editor In Chief Sean Hayes at x6529.
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One year later, Donoghue reflects on FUSA elections
BY ZACK FINLEY

According to FUSA president Karen
Donoghue, FUSA's main goal as an organization is to get information out to the students. As the elections are just around the
corner, Donoghue has her Own ideas about
what the next FUSA president should be.
Recalling her campaign last year,
Donoghue describes the time as being "the
hardest two weeks of my life."
With less than three weeks until a new
FUSA president is elected, Donoghue finds
herself caught up in all the excitement as
an observer for this year's election.
"I'm so excited to watch this all go
down," said Donoghue. "They are going
through exactly what I did a year ago."
When she took the highest position that
a student can hold at Fairfield, Donoghue
brought in a strong work ethic and a dedication to stick to the platforms that she initiated during her campaign last year. Her
hopes for the future FUSA president most
importantly include picking up in areas
where she may have lacked.
All shortcomings aside, including a
spring concert band yet to be decided,
Donoghue has implemented such programs
as FUSA's Open Forum series, created a
push for athletic attendance and continued
an open line of communication in FUSA
between its members and university admin-

Amy Womack/The Mirror

Passing the torch: Karen Donoghue talks about her
time as FUSA president and what she would like to see
accomplished next year.

istrators.
Donoghue has
strong views on what
the candidates for the
job should know.
"Whoever is running should not want
this job just for the
title," Donoghue said.
"The only perk I get is
a faculty parking spot.
They have to realize it
is a job."
"The candidates
should have a good resume," Donoghue
added. "They should
be involved in some
aspect of the Fairfield
community. They
shouldn't just come
out of the woodwork
and decide to do this."
Encouraging, motivated and dedicated
are three adjectives
that the current president feels that the future president should
have in their repertoire
as characteristics.
Donoghue says
that she will always

feel as though she could have done more. "I
feel that I have completed some things, but
there is always going to be things left to
complete," Donoghue said. "I feel like finally the food is good and Jazzman's has
definitely added to that."
The next issues that Donoghue wants
to address include the ongoing housing
problem, the Rec-Plex and a continued push
for athletic support.
One of the things that Donoghue
wanted to improve during her presidency
was voter apathy among the student body.
Her attempt was to transform the voting process altogether by getting rid of the voting
booths and making online voting possible.
"The freshman elections were conducted through Campus Pipeline,"
Donoghue said, "and we were hoping that
we could get the FUSA elections done the
same way."
However, problems arose during the
past few months and voting will be conducted in the traditional way at the Barone
Campus Center on February 25th. This
means that you will get your last piece of
candy from the candidates just as you walk
in before the voting begins.
"It will be kind of nice to see one more
election the traditional way though,"
Donoghue said. "The candidates will really
have to show how bad they want it."

A LOOK AT THE CANDIDATES:

FUSA President

Year: 2004

Year: 2005

Major: Politics

Major: Sociology

Hometown: Babylon, NY

Hometown: Providence, Rl

Activities: Chairperson, Board of Governors
2003; Financial Director and Executive
Director, Board of Governors 2002; FUSA
Executive Board 2003; RA 2002/2003

Activities: 2005 two-term Class President,
lector, member of the Skill Program

Platform: Town-gown relations, re-evaluation of meal plan costs, housing problems
CAROLINE

CONWAY

MARISSA

LANTERI

Platform: Make teacher evaulations available
prior to registration; be an ear to the students
hear what programming students want.

"I want to give back to the university because it has given back so much to me."

"I feel that with my experience in FUSA I will
do a good job. Since I'll be a junior next year,
I'll be able to take advantage of what I do."

Year: 2004

Year: 2004

Major: Marketing

Major: Philosophy

Hometown: Hackensack, NJ

Hometown: Norwood, MA

Activities: 2004 two-term Class President,
Facilitator, Dean's Student Advisor Round
Table for the School of Business

Activities: Resident Assistant 2002/2003,
former Commentary Editor for The Mirror

Platform: Soon-to-be disclosed.

Platform: Town-gown relations, Student
rights advocate, Academic advising

"I have tremendous love and pride for
Fairfield University and I can think of no
better way to show my dedication than to be
its primary student voice."

"I would like to be FUSA president because
FUSA has a lot of good, but is capable of
doing so much more. I believe I am the
person for this job."

KEVIN

NEUBAUER
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Faculty experience aids Success of library sometimes
causes overcrowding
learning experience
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

long as a professor makes himself available
to his students, any outside employment a
professor is involved in can be seen as a
benefit to the university.
"As an English major, I think that I can
learn a lot from a professor who is currently
writing a novel or has recently published
works," said Kristyn Rosen, '04. "Not only
does this professor have experience with the
writing process, but the publishing process
as well."
"When my professor has actual experience in marketing, I feel more confident
that the stuff I am learning in class I will
actually be able to use in the real world,"
said Rodriguez.
Dr. Norman A. Solomon, dean of the
Dolan School of Business agreed.
"It is important that our faculty maintain contact and interact with the business
world. There is an important link between
what happens in the business world and in
the classroom. Many of our faculty take on
consulting work during the summer and are
able to use this experience during the school

year in the classroom."
There have been a few occasions at
other universities where faculty have been
employed full-time at two universities, but
Grossman says that this has never been a
problem here at Fairfield and is very rare in
the academic world.
Dr. Tim Snyder, dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences believes the interaction
between the students and faculty to be one
of the most important parts of the learning
process and encourages students to seek out
the guidance and experience the faculty
have.
"A large majority of the faculty of the
College of Arts and Sciences have a purest
dedication to the work and mission of
Fairfield," Snyder said.
"Faculty also love to help with 'life
guidance' and advising that goes beyond the
'what should I take next semester?' level,"
he added.
"The better the idea Iget about the professional world now from my professors and
their experience in it, the more comfortable
I think I will feel when I get there," said
Rodriguez.

WE GAINED WEIGHT

We've added over 250,000 brand new scholarships
and revamped our entire site to give you
more accurate search results!

"The library has been nicely improved,
and I can't really say anything bad about
it," ^aid Dan Giroux, '04.
"Renovation-bottom line. I never went
to the old library (but) I go to the new one
often," said Mike Germano, '04.
"In a nutshell, I think students are responding positively to a beautiful space,
more services, and increased access to library materials ... The number of items circulated shot up almost 28 percent this past
year; reference queries increased 11 percent,
and there were nearly 28,000 documents hits
on electronic reserves," wrote Overfield.
Will Kroll, '04, believes the library is
excellent. "It has definitely improved tremendously since the construction my fresh-

man year," said Kroll.
"I think (the poll) is right on target,"
said Todd Wagner, '03. "I feel that more and
more students have decided to make use of
the library and its research materials."
However, Wagner and others pointed
to a symptom of the library's success as a
slight drawback. "The library is becoming
a bit overcrowded. There are only a few
spots around," he said.
"I think the renovation was a great improvement, but some of the same problems
exist, namely not being able to find a seat
on certain nights and some people's tendency to use it as a place to socialize," said
Chris Huff, '04.
Of the students who responded to the
November poll, only eight had a negative
opinion.

HELP WANTED

OF INTEREST TO ALL

CONTINUED FROM P.
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Sports Teams
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester
with a proven CampusFundraiser 3
hour fundraising event. Our programs make fundraising easy with
no risks. Fundraising dates are filling
quickly, so get with the program! It
works. Contact CampusFundraiser
at (888) 923-3238, or visit
www.campusfuqdraiser.com
Babysitter needed for Stamford infant
full day Tues., Wed. and/or Thurs.
Experience and references required.
Pis call (203) 964-8144.
HELP WANTED
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We've changed,
Come and see.

Check out Fairfield Mirror's
Scholarship Channel at:
www.fairfieldmirror.com/scholarships

MIRROR
powered by:

It's worth looking into.
i t i i t
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Monday through Thursday after
school tutoring, parents helper for
January to June 2003 and academic
year 2003-2004. Fifteen (15) hours
per week for twin sixth-grade boys.
Homework help, scheduling activities,
sports, interest in education, and
reliability are major assets. Driving
essential. Non-smoking. $12/hr.
Call Barbara at work 203-256-8700,
home 203-259-8359, or E-mail
resume to Barbara at
barbarag@tgparch.com or fax to 203255-0004.

Career singing. Former college
instructor. Offers private lessons,
Smooth out your break. Sing higher
and louder without yelling. Develop
chest and head voice. Rock, pop,
musical theatre, jazz. 261-1780.
SPRING BREAK
Celebrity Spring Break brought to
you by StudentCity.com! Book now
and save up to $100 on all International trips. Party like a rock star with
MAXIM Magazine and Jackass's
Steve-O. Call 1-800-293-1145 for
details, E-mail
sales@studentcity.com, or book
online at www.studentcity.com.
VACATIONS
Mexico/Caribbean only $250 round
trip! Europe $189 one way! Other
world wde destinations cheap. Book
on line www.airtech.com or (212) 2197000.

CMCtlti * ACAPttLCtf # JAMAICA
BAHAMAS # FL0BIDA

HOUSE FOR RENT
Fall 2003: Beach house rental. 4
bedrooms. Direct waterfront. Newly
updated. Please call 319-0414.

PROMOTE TRIPS
ON CAMPUS,
EARN CASH, GO FREE!!
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!!

1.800.648.4849
www.ststravel.com

Classifieds are available for as little as $15 for 20 words!
Call (203) 256-6594 for more information or to place an ad.
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Ignatian Residential College ignites frosh interest
BY PATRICIA MCGAHAN

Imagine a community where you can
live with your friends in Loyola Hall, preregister for (and get) the classes you want,
meet with mentors throughout the year, and
find answers to the bigger questions in lifeall among other things.
Imagine the Ignatian Residential College.
Last year at this time, directors of the
Ignatian Residential College were busy proposing a theoretical plan to students who
were interested in getting more out of their
sophomore year.
"I really did enjoy being a part of it,"
said Liz McCracken, '04, a member of the
I.R.C. "It was a great experience and the
extra options, like speakers, were not mandatory, but great to have."
The entire program is different this
year-the once theoretical proposed program
is now a reality that students can see and
even the application process is different.
Last year the application process was simply two short answer questions while this
year there is a series of biographical questions, interest questions, and personal evaluation questions along with two, one page
In its first year, the goal was to have
about 75 students in the program, but due
to a greater interest the Ignatian College
ended up having close to 135 students, according to Joe DeFeo, associate director of
the Ignatian Residential College. The goal
for the 2003-2004 school year is to register
200 students.

Ignatian College representatives sent
campus-wide e-mails, went around to dorms
providing information sessions and posted
signs encouraging students to apply to the
Ignatian Residential College before winter
break.
Most of the applications received this
winter were female applications, which set
off the 50-50 male to female ratio.
"I remain confident that all the spots
will be filled," Deteo said. The Ignatian
College will accept applications until all the
spots are filled, according to Deteo.
Mentors and professors play an important role in the Ignatian Residential College.
Currently there are 10 or 12 classes where
Ignatian College students have first priority
registration in, but that number is expected
to be raised to 14 or 16 classes. The Ignatian
College currently has about 13 mentors,
which includes a mix of faculty, staff, and
professors. This number is expected to jump
to at least 30 mentors for next year.
Joe DeFeo is urging freshmen who are
interested in applying to spend some time
in Loyola talking to current Ignatian College students to gain a sense of the community that had developed in the dorm, as well
as what the program itself is all about.
I.R.C. member Teig Lynster, '04, would
be more than happy to talk to potential candidates.
"Although the program was slow at the
start, I enjoyed it and I think it will be much
more organized next year," Lynster said.
Call the Ignatian College office at extension 3325 for more information.

Contributed Photo

Kicking back: Mike Bazzano, '05, Paul Duffy, '05 and Kurt Heinold, '05 watch the last
moments of the Superbowl in anticipation during the Ignatian Residential College's
Superbowl party.

WE GAINED WEIGHT
Seen our Scholarship Channel lately?
We've added over 250,000 brand new scholarships
and revamped our entire site to give you
more accurate search results!

Loungin': Rob Piontek, '05, and Rob Keder, '04, take advantage of
the Ignatian Commons where they can get work done.

Chris Donato/The Mirror

FREE TAN
HOLLYWOOD TANS You don't have to go to Hollywood... to get a Hollywood Tan!

| ^S^ Fairfield
2175 Black Rock Tpk
Next to Starbucks
203-336-TANS

Stratford
1345BarnumAve
Across from KFC
203.385.8555

Norwalk
440WestportAve
0.7 miles east of Stews
203.847.7755

Check out Fairfield Mirror's
Scholarship Channel at:
www.fairfieldmirror.com/scholarships

MIRROR

www.HollywoodTan.com
'Free tan in the HT 54 booth! ID Required. New customers only. Expires 2/21/03 CODE: FF1

It's worth looking into.

powered by: ^VjtrekeScheiAt

j 2003 PricewaterhouseCoopsrs [.IP. PricewaterhouseCoopers refers to the U.S. firm of PricewaterhouseCoopers LIP and the other member firms of PricewaterhouseCoopsrs International Limited, each of which is a separate and independent legal entity.
We are proud to be an Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity Employer,

PRIC^WATERHOUSEQOPERS

d

VOTED "1 IDEAL EMPLOYER BY BUSINESS STUDENTS,
UNIVERSUM UNDERGRADUATE STUDY, 2002

iMiraKiiai^HSR
Help us help companies determine how import
taxes, manufacturing costs and labor will affect
their profits, and we'll help you build a career.
For opportunities and information go to:
www.pwcglobal.com/lookhere

Look beyond the numbers.
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Editor: Stephanie Sierzputowski
E-mail: campuslife@fairfieldmirror.com

Fairfield cribs
Ardetailed guide to apartment, townhouse, and beach living
To attack, or
not to attack?
That is the
question
By the time most students
read this, Secretary of State Colin
Powell will already have spoken
to the United Nations, thus creating another Adlai Stevenson-like
moment for the ages.
Yet, are we going about this
the right way?
Please, don't get me wrong. I
am a huge W. supporter, and if the
leaders of this country believe they
have solid evidence that Saddam
Hussein is a threat, then Saddam
probably needs to go.
This is not about oil, people,
no matter how many times it is written on an oversized placard. Iraq
only has about five percent of the
world's oil supply, and if we attack,
Saddam will set fire to the oil wells,
thus guaranteeing it will be years
before fresh Iraqi crude makes its
way to any Mobil station.
This is not about George W.
finishing up his dad's business, although seriously, would anyone
argue that Saddam Hussein is not
capable of inflicting harm on innocents? He did invade Kuwait,
after all.
This man is dangerous,
people.
Now, I'm sure many doves
out there are saying that so are we,
because we have nuclear weapons,
chemical, etc...but I'm pretty sure
we didn't invade Mexico or
Canada in the last ten years.
Let's take a look at the poison
Clostridium botulinum, or "botulism toxin" as President Bush referred to it in his recent State of
the Union.
According to Bush, Hussein
currently has some 35,000 liters of
this deadly poison. A few milligrams of this exotoxin is sufficient
to kill the entire population of a
large city.
So, unless Saddam plans on
opening the world's largest botox
clinic in downtown Baghdad, it is
probably in everyone's best interest that something is done.
But what should be done?
Personally, I think immediate use
of force would probably get the job
done, but would also create a situation in which years of state building must take place.
SEE "IRAQ" ON P.
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paying utilities, and as the winter
wears on, and bills continue to
The class of 2004 is about to climb, there seems to be no end in
be faced with a decision that will sight. Then again, townhouse resiaffect their entire senior yepr. It dents argue that they're living in a
all comes down to this: the town- house, after all. The benefit of
houses, the apartments, or, of more space might outweigh the
course, the beach. Which one will cost of utilities.
So they don't have their own
everyone call home next year?
With the housing lottery right rooms. Forget privacy- think about
around the corner, ulnderclassmen the independence of having your
are gearing up for another year of own house! At the townhouses,
frustration over bad lottery num- you're not living down the hall
bers. The class of 2004, though, from an apartment manager in an
will get the first crack at housing. environment that many find to be
Last year's disaster, which left dorm-like.
Apartment managers are
many of the junior class in the
dorms, created strong opinions on quick to respond that they are not
which residence will allow'seniors the same as RAs.
"We're not here to maintain
to make the most out of fflieir year.
But even those who weren't ' control, we're here as advocates
lottery losers are convinced that for the students," said Apartment
they know where the best place to Manager Lisa Porpora, '03. "At
live is, and are ready to defend this point, students are old enough
their current or future place of resi- to make their own decisions.
We're not there to write them up."
dence to anyone who will listen.
And what about the triple in
As much as some students
hate to admit it, there are benefits the toWnhouses? Who wants to be
and costs to living in all three an upperclassman stuffed in a
room with two other people?
places.
"I don't understand how they
Obviously, the biggest draw
of the apartments is privacy. Most reason giving us money back for
students haven't had their own being tripled freshman year, but
room while at college, so the idea not for the overcrowded townof being able to have a space they houses," said Lindsey Marx, '04,
can call their
own is appealing.
Plus,
apartment residents get the
added perks of
their
own
phone lines,
their
own
cable, and their
own heat.
Mary
Gazella, '03,
can't imagine
why anyone
would want to
live anywhere
other than the
apartments.
"I love
having
my
own room,"
Gazella said.
"My room is
Amy Womack/The Mirror
always like The icing on the cake: Kristie Blicharz and Emily
Miami, and the Sweet put the finishing touches on cupcakes, baked
heat doesn't in their apartment's kitchen.
bother anyone
else because it's my room. Oh, and a townhouse resident.
Don't forget that townhouse
I don't have to pay for that heat."
Kerry Fuller, '04, currently a residents have three floors to roam
townhouse resident, agrees. "I'm around, while those in apartments
living in an apartment next year only have one. The basement
because I want my own room and might be the single biggest draw
of the townhouses, but don't tell
I'm sick of paying utilities."
Townhouse residents loathe the administration that.
BY CARLEIGH BROWER

Oh, and don't forget the back houses everyone knows to be
porch. It may be winter now, but freshmen traps, to what some concome spring, the atmosphere up sider the far more preferable, lowthere completely changes.
key parties. Those are the ones
"Living
in the townhouses
is
great. You
can barbeque
in your own
backyard,"
said Luca
Iacusso, '04.
Still, the
apartments,
which were
open for student living in
the fall of
2000, have
updated furniture and
appliances,
while some
townhouse
furniture is
decidedly
retro.
"Who
wouldn't
Amy Womack/The Mirror
want to live
Don't worry, they're 21: Brian Leverone and Jeff
in a new Barba enjoy a night of beirut at the Crow's Nest.
building?"
Gazella said.
The apartments are consider- where you and twenty of your closably closer to class buildings. At est friends celebrate that fact that
times, being in the townhouses is you have a whole house (complete
like living off campus. The dis- with a basement) to party in.
tance from the townhouses to the
"When you live in the townmain part of campus is definitely houses, you're always right around
a pain when it comes to walking the corner from the party, which
to class (especially if you live in means you can walk in in
the one block).
sweatpants," said Jessica Mauro,
A common gripe of town- '04, a townhouse resident.
house residents is the 15-minute
Off campus, however, the sowalk to class on a January morn- cial life's definitely at the beach.
ing when their car is sitting three This is arguably the biggest draw
feet in front of them.
to living there. Many students
Speaking of parking, it's next claim to have known they were
to impossible at the townhouses. going to live on the beach since
Thanks to the extra-resident town- they first visited Fairfield. The leghouse, residents usually have to ends of Clam Jam and the Luau
park in Dolan or the "overflow" lot persists today, although both are
by the Athletic Center after 8 p.m. long gone.
The parking situation is slightly
Freshmen on the hunt for a
better in the Village.
party may hate the beach, but those
The laundry situation is bet- who live there know where the
ter in the apartments as well, con- parties are (thanks, in large part,
sidering residents can also use the to the naut). And certainly not to
Claver laundry room, while each be overlooked, those who live at
half of the townhouse complex (in- the beach are within walking discluding that pesky extra person) is tance from the Grape.
expected to share four washing
Future beach residents should
machines and four dryers. Four.
remember, though, that although
But before the townhouses are they may be happy to be escaping
disregarded completely, let's not the grasp of campus security, they
forget where the social life is on might soon be dealing with Faircampus. At the apartments, there field police.
doesn't seem to be much of one.
While things may have
At the townhouses, there's alSEE "THE PLACE" ON P. 8
ways something going on, from the
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Construction: does it ever end?
BY MICHAEL THEILE

New tennis courts. A new football field.
A million dollar boulevard leading to the center of campus. A completed Lessing Field.
The athletic department and campus planning are juggling all these needs as they plan
the future look of Fairfield University.
According to Campus Planning Director
Richard Taylor, construction will begin on the
new tennis courts and the new boulevard as
soon as the harsh weather comes to a close.
The present parking lot in front of the
Walsh Athletic Center is where the new tennis courts will be placed. Currently, this space
is being used as an overflow parking lot for
townhouse residents. The new parking lot will
be constructed behind the baseball field.
"We are waiting for the completion of the
new parking lot before we start the tennis
courts," said Gene Doris, director of athleti

1CS.

The tennis courts were originally going
to be built near the Astroturf field in front of
Campion Hall, but issues concerning the privacy of nearby homes deferred this move.
"We did have zoning problems with the
residents in College Place," said Doris. "The
location in front of the athletic center was the
next best place for them [the tennis courts]."
The relocation was prompted by the
university's plan to redesign the main entrance
and plans for a road that will run straight

through the present tennis court location.
"The new entrance will give visitors a
sense of arrival onto campus," said Taylor.
"The boulevard will also help the flow of traffic."
The $ 1.8 million, tree-lined boulevard
will change the heart of campus, according to
Taylor. The construction will start the day
after commencement, and will be completed
by the fall semester.
There is also talk of erecting a new football field. This past season, the field was constantly in poor condition due to overuse. According to Doris, the new field would be made
of a new surface, astro-grass, a mixture of real
grass and Astroturf. The cost of this field
would range around $ 1 million, but there may
not be a need for a football field next year.
According to Doris, it is unclear whether
or not the football program will exist next year.
Due to budget cuts, the university may have
to disband the team because they require the
biggest budget out of all the other sports at
the university.
'This has been a difficult budget year for
the university," said Doris. "Right now, the
fate of the football team is unknown."
The usage of Lessing Field, the new $1.3
million soccer and lacrosse sports ground, is
still undetermined for the upcoming spring
season. The field was not fully ready for use
during the fall season due to a sod deficiency.
Only two games could be played on the field.

The place to be
CONTINUED FROM P. 7

An

d, once you're enjoying the luxury of
living off campus, you have to commute,
changed down at the beach, students still feel which can be annoying when you have classes
that it's the place to be. Even if it is no longer scheduled far apart.
a constant party for freshman, upperclassmen
"For students who spend a lot of time
doing campus acare able to enjoy
tivities, it's just
living in a real
more convenient
community together.
to live on-campus," said David
"Living at the
Hirx, '03, a townbeach is such a
house manager.
fun time, mostly
"[However,] bebecause you reing a senior, a lot
ally get to know
of my friends live
your neighbors,"
down at the
said
Colette
beach, and I don't
Landers,
'03,
get to see them as
president of the
often anymore."
Student Beach
Liz Daily,
Resident Associa'04, a current
tion.
townhouse resiSBRA plays
dent, is looking
a large role in this
forward to living
sense of commuat the beach next
nity, introducing
Amy Womack/The Mirror
year.
themselves to all
Come knock on our door: Kaylin Cavanaugh,
"It will be
beach residents at
Lauren Frese, and visiting puppy, Porter enjoy
great to be in a
the beginning of some "outside time" at the townhouses.
new environment.
the year and organizing events such as 200 Nights and the Mock Also, next year we'll have our own driveway,
washer, and dryer, so we won't have to worry
Wedding.
Of course, one of the most obvious draw- about parking in Dolan or battling people in
backs to beach living is the poor student-town the laundry room," said Daily.
Whether you've found a beach house for
relations.
Besides these problems, there's the issue next year, or you're putting in an application,
of cost. Students are often shocked by the high for an apartment or a townhouse, be sure to
cost of rent, and that's before you add on utili- make your decisions wisely (sophomores,
ties, phone bills, and cable. That's right, folks, think ahead). Wherever you choose to live,
though, make the most of your senior year.
in the real world, you have to pay for cable.

Game, set, match: Construction
continues on a new parking lot

Danny SchwartzmanAThe Mirror

"The status of the field for the
spring season depends on how the
winter weather affected it," said Doris.
"We are not going to jeopardize the
field if it is not ready and take the
chance of wrecking it."
There will also be a new parking
lot put in by the South Commons
building in Dolan Hall, and a new intramural field where the current rotary
is by the tennis courts.
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So, why don't we start doing that now?
Instead of attacking, demand a giant U.S.
embassy in Iraq. Send 1,000 of the best and
brightest over, and make certain they all speak
the native tongue.
A war will cost billions of dollars, so why
don't we spend that money on agricultural
experts, engineers, and teachers?
If we spend enough money (that we're
going to spend on cruise missiles anyway),
then we can show the people of Iraq our way
of life, and if we can make theirs better, I think
it would be safe to say that Saddam's regime
would be in danger of collapsing.
Or we could just protest the war and do
nothing, as 35,000 liters of a paralyzing poison wait in the wings.

6, 2003 Q

Something like a phenomenon:
the townhouse hook-up

Iraq attack
CONTINUED FROM P.

FEBRUARY

Bow-chicka-bow-wow. Maybe it's the
dim lighting, the hot room, or that Barry White
song that just came on the radio ("We got it
together, didn't we baby..."). Whatever
prompts It, It happens: the infamous townhouse hook-up.
Due to the fact that I am half of what
friends refer to as "an old married couple," I
was forced to do some investigating in order
to accurately report on this phenomenon.
While all the individuals I asked claimed not
to have personal experience in this matter
(though at the same time requested anonymity), they offered their opinions as to why the
townhouse hook-up is so frequent:
'"Cause people are drunk and bedrooms
are upstairs."
"Sheer collection of people."
"They ask for it by the way they dress."
"I can't comment."
Due to the fact that everyone I talked to
said they had never been part of a hook-up, I

See your ad in living

COLOR
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AROUND THE 'HOUSE
ALISON MARSHALL
began to wonder if they were a myth. Then I
thought, "Nah." I recall parties I have attended
that have spawned the hook-up; what, in the
atmosphere makes it so appealing? The house
music pumping loudly? The smell of b.o. and
cheap cologne wafting through the air? Whatever it may be, something causes that Special
Someone for Tonight to descend upon you,
gaze longingly into your eyes and whisper...
"You know, in this light,jwith all this beer,
you're not heinous."
A line out of a Harlequin romance novel,
it ain't. But it isn't about romance, is it? I
would wager that is about the fact that no one
(i.e. Ma and Pa) can stop you, there is no curfew and no taboo attached within the confines
of the campus.
Despite the freedom that hook-ups can
allow, it is not without a possible price. Caution and common sense should be exercised
in any social situation. Ladies, go out with
friends, never accept an open drink from
someone you don't know or leave your drink
unattended, and always watch out for your
friends. Just because you may not hear about
sexual assaults does not mean that they don't

happen. Also, hooking-up has the potential
to damage relationships, so always use your
brain in conjunction with your lines.
I have noticed the tendency for people
who hook-up with each other to act like they
have never spoken to each other (though, I
guess in some cases, there isn't much speaking involved) the day following the aforementioned hook-up. I guess some people just
don't look as attractive in the light of day as
they do under a black light.
What is it specifically about the townhouses? The apartments aren't known to be a
hotbed of lust. Now, apartment residents,
don't get uppity; I like the apartments a lot,
but when was the last time you heard about
the crazy party that so-and-so had where Chad
and Muffy got kissy-face with each other (yes,
I say "kissy-face"). There is a definite party
atmosphere to the townhouses, though in all
fairness, when I asked one individual why he
thought townhouse hook-ups were so common, he replied, "I don't know...it's much
worse at the beach, I know that." \Hmm,
maybe it's something in the water.
Spring is coming soon (I hope), and\with
the change of the seasons there will be love
(or something like it) in the air. Everyone refers to college as a time of experimentation.
Do what you have to do, be young, but remember: wear comfortable shoes, because sometimes the Walk of Shame can feel mighty long.

Chea & Boos
Send in Cheers &
campuslife@fairfieldmirrc

Monday at 5 p.m.!
Mail: BoxAA
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to the new master bedroom in the
Mirage
to Mr. Torchen being in a
movie...to Caitlin, Congrats on the first of
many grad school acceptances...to "look at
the way she's looking at me!"...to puking at
IHOP on Sunday morning...to studing with
Wo and ending up at media wave...to
branzy...to another freaking great weekend
with Caitlin...to Hallsey putting us to sleep,
you rock...to Age, I'm sorry, so sorry...to getting bombed at happy hour every Friday...to
the senior swim me, we love you "Virgy"...to
Tom Hans turning 21, finally...to last week's
naut at the Maze...to going to bed at 4:30
a.m. on a Wednesday night...to "you're
gonna see my name in lights one day"...to
Cay...to beautiful weather in February, finally, to bread from Bertucci's...to moms
who are proud...to spring break coming
up...to spooning...to sleepovers at the
Mirage...to Duncan...to the Mirage for being so easy to prank...to getting Elvis stoned
on cat-nip...to the knocking codes...to the
Exit/Mirage war...to we don't front, we
perform...to "got trees?"...to old school
Nintendo Wheel of Fortune...to chase the 2
with Skippy's...to the twins...to Melody turning 21, happy birthday, hope this one is the
most scandalous yet, love you always...to
the new ice...to our funnel...to Joe from
Peni\...to fuzzy handcuffs...to friends that are
there to cry to...to Jena going home for more
bread...to having sex while my roommate is
gone...t(y French Toast...to suction cups...to
Deja vu and Reacharound's f*** the land-

lord party, those shirts were hot ladies...to
Butterfly Farm...to salt vinegar barbecue ranch
french fries...to losing your purse and then
finding it in the gutter in New Haven...to two
trips to the diner in one night...to the traffic
barron girls...to Sue's 22nd birthday...to Aimee
turned bad...to accent sl*ts...to puppies...to
cocktails...to "who needs a vibrator when you
could have a woodpecker"...to sl*tty sprite...
to finally having a room to live in...to Jenn C,
an awesome senator...to dance party at the
pool...to hot bartenders at Lunney's...to it being a shpadoinkle day...to bingles and salsa...to
majoring in bucas...to silver dollars...to ice
cream and chocolate sauce absorbing the
vodka...to the girls of the BFNH...to our date
at Rory's...to Betty Anne Sucha for these
yummy V-day cookies...to "she said frosted
flakes and skim milk and I'm fine with my
water, THANKS"...to Saturday night at the
SoCo, good times...to "Am I outside?"...to
tennis balls and their ability to bounce...to
Johnny Cash, Americas' original bad@$$ and
his new CD...to picking up Eddie at the beach
when he was drunk....to the first warm day of
the new year...to "Sure I know
Baggins...Frodo Baggins"...to making throw
up noises trying to help your friend throw
up...to "Don't Ask Me Why"...to Keith's
iPod...to fiesty political machinations...to
study abroad...to Keith's Ashleigh Banfield
glasses...to Smoni's ridiculous quotes...to
Mike having a bar in his house in ten years...to
Manute Bol being at that bar...to Donnarumma
pow-wows...to sic transit gloria mundL.to fin

to dinner-plate nipples...to gorging ourselves
all weekend, every weekend...to dimples in
our @$$es...to having to pay for spring
break...to waking up on Sunday morning with
a rare itching disease on your eyelid...to finding popcorn kernels in bed, gross...to finishing 32 servings of Swedish goldfish...to getting rear-ended...to fighting...to the chem of
new nutrition test...to splitting a whole
Domino's pie between 2 people...to sleeping
right next to cat poop...to nasty bosses at
internships...to waking up at 8 a.m. on Sunday surrounded by all of your housemates with
the world's worst hangover...to tree trunks not
being 21 yet...to passing out on futons...to hiding cans in the room...to boys suck night...to
insomnia...to a night without Finn...to too
much work...to clogged toilets and broken
dishwashers...to Kate and Krissy getting quarantined for being sick...to drinking out of
cartons...to our house falling apart again...to
the psycho at the albino frog, lay off the crack
and watch your back...to Jena's neverending
story about Butterfly Farm...to falling down
the stairs at Playwright...to waking up with
Jena's dawgs in my face...to the poorly endowed lax team, sorry boys...to jailbait...to the
nasty futon in the basement...to yippie
dogs...to inconsiderate people...to bad ideas-drunk dialing...to smelly uncles...to people
who turn off other people's water heaters at
parties...to stupid alcohol impairing
judgment...to seniors who sleep during their
naut...to Puck, you're 34 and gross, get off
the real world alreadv...to "he said he's gonna

kick my @$$"...to Joe Millionaire, elll...to
girls who stay in to play Girl Talk, you're
21. go to the bar...to the fish that died at the
Grape. r.i.p...to the four copies of The Writers' Chronicle that have been violently
shoved in my mail box over the last week...to
very long and very boring five o'clock class
that last for more than an hour...to mother
jokes...to that time that Wanda fell out of the
car when we were driving home from the
craziest party ever and became entangled in
the antlers of a frightened jack-a-lope...to
having two rolls of fill to use and develop
with at one in the morning...to life...to being depressed...to things that have to be
done...to still having work to do...to
insomnia...to "When I slit my wrists!
Seriously?"...to Piggy's dedication...to
Laura's hard work...to Kimmel not having a
liquor license anymore...to empty space...to
the worst page of the year...to duplicity...to
waving John Kerry posters in the middle Ho
Chi Minh city...to that guy playing Russian
Roulette in the Deer Hunter...to the Science
Times...to many random writing publications
in your mailbox...to spitting on peoples
jackets...to throwing tin cookie jars across
the room and winging the campus life editor
in the face...to people not liking the White
Stripes, even though we are morons...to never
getting enough izzles in your section...to getting parking tickets...to handicapped parking spots being covered by sand...to CDs
being too expensive...to Phil Spector...to Lil
Bomber and Joker the Bailbondsman...
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oop D-O-double-Gizzle
Tha Doggfathers new izzalbum is pretty gizzood
BY DANNY SCHWARTZMAN

1—

Snoop Dogg, as we probably
all know, is quite a character. He
was discovered by Dr. Dre, became a famous rapper with the
highly-acclaimed "Doggystyle,"
and used that success to propel
himself into the pornography business. And (so I hear) he enjoyed
much success in this area. After
much research (by research, I
mean going down the Kostka 2

\■

Pin * CM I t\

Grade: 8 Artist:
Snoop Dogg
CD: Paid tha Cost
to be Da Bo$$
Label: Interscope
hallway to glance over a friend's
private collection), I have discovered that Snoop has thrived from
such videos as the award winning(!)
"Snoop
Dogg's
Doggystyle," to "Girls Gone Wild
Doggy Style" aside heavyweight
Joe Francis. But now, in digression from the clever album and
movie titles, this genius of geniuses has discovered a way to participate in both sides of the "game"
with the creation of "Paid Tha Cost
To Be Da Bo$$". In this not-so-

revolutionary album, Snoop Dogg
has spliced the degradation of
women and pimpin' like a "tru
playa" with hip-hop beats and random "izzles." But he's really good
at it.
It seems that Snoop has experienced many trials and tribulations since his previous album, as
he seems to seesaw between the
hardcore-pimpmaster style Snoop
Dogg that we all know and love,
and a new, more modest Snoop,
open-to-love and happiness, which
he could only have acquired
through the intriguing world of
pornography.
For example, on one track,
"Wasn't Your Fault," Snoop tells
an enthralling story about a messy
breakup, and offers advice that
"you shoulda put your foot in her
like a pimp is supposed to do". At
this point, it seems as though he
has given up on love. However, a
few tracks later, the tear-jerker "I
Miss That B****" featuring EWhite, tells a classic tale about being in love. After sorting through
the intelligible ranting of t|iose unfortunate playas "who lost they
special someone," an indistinct
beat is heard, most likely to symbolize the confusion that occurs in
the lives of these brave men.
All joking and playa hatin'
aside, Snoop actually does come
through with an entertaining set of
songs. In "Lollipop," an apparent
rip-off of the Notorious B.I.G.'s
"Hypnotize," Snoop illustrates his
talent by successfully rhyming the

google.com

Pimps up, hos down: Snoop
and one of his lady friends

this claim, as he proclaims,
"B**** 11 got it made / Just pick
one of my hoes, and I got it layed."
Good times.
I Snoop also entertains with
softie upbeat, club bangin' music
in "Hourglass," which is another
art apparently mastered while in
the pornography busines.
Snoop's beats are, I hate to
say, unbeatable; and his style and
content are Just as great. This album\may not have all-time classics like when Snoop Dogg was
Doggy and his first solo album
came out, but I would still suggest
this album to any follower of
Snoop Dogg.
Somehow
unsurprisingly, Snoop Dogg also
includes a few "smoke-up songs."
Of course, a case can be made that

the entire set is a "smoke-up album," but there are few other possible purposes for the creation of
"Paper'dUp." The only drawback
is the album's repeat value. I
mean, you can only hear about
how its "pimps up / hoes down"
so many times.
Ultimately, I applaud Snoop
Dogg. Not only has he come on
strong with another hit album, but
he has also displayed to the American public the positive influence
pornography can have in our current society. Snoop Dogg has created a new form of entertainment
appropriately named "porn rap,"
targeted it towards the young
people of America, and slaps a
parental advisory sticker on the
cover just for kicks. So this is why,
in case anyone was still wondering, he has his own set of action
figures, and you don't.

word "navel" without losing his
"gangsta" image.
My favorite song of the set is
"From Long Beach 2 Brick City,"
mainly due to the help from
Redman and his dirtiness. This
song tackles vital subjects
with such eloquence, explaining, "the way you
shake your booty / it
makes me want your
booty / the way you
shake your booty / sure
looks good to me."
Ludacris is also
featured in the album
in "You Got What I
Want." Apparently,
he, too, "came to
pimp". He gives substantial evidence to
He paid tha cost: And, finally, Snoop can be proclaimed tha bo$$.
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Defining modernism
A new exhibit spotlights Edgar Degas work
BY KlMBERLY REIDY
Naked women in the bathtub
and groups of girls dancing — no,
not another Girls Gone Wild video,
but examples of two major themes
that the French painter Edgar Degas pursued throughout his prolific
career.
Examples of these paintings,
as well as other masterful works
by Degas, are currently on display
at the Yale Art Gallery under a special exhibition entitled Edgar Degas: Defining the Modernist Edge.
The exhibition praises
Degas's works as having defined
modernism through his use of new
avant-garde techniques. One example is his painting entitled Jock-

eys from 1882. This piece demonstrates the effect that the newly
emerging art of photography had
upon the techniques of painting.
The scene is pushed up to the very
front of the picture plane and severely cropped on both sides, thus
giving the painting a snap shot like
affect.
Jockeys is further animated by
the sense of crowdedness that one
gets from its jumbled figures. The
vivid colors also lend a very modern feel to the painting as does the
lack of any linear perspective or
hierarchy of figures.
Another work that is both
modern in its subject matter and
composition is The Bath from
1895. This painting is one of over

The vivid colors also lend a very modern feel to the painting as does the lack of
any linear perspective or hierarchy of figures.

59two hundred depictions of bath and
toilette scenes that Degas did
throughout his career. Obviously
it was a subject that fascinated him,
and it continues to fascinate many
critics today since these paintings
call to mind the discrepancy between the words nude and naked.
When looking at a painting
like The Bath the word naked
comes to mind more so than the

word nude, since
the woman here is
shown in an awkward pose and private situation as she
haphazardly gets
into the bath. The
SEE "DEGAS"

ON P. 11

Defying the traditionalists: Degas' work,
Woman Drying Her Hair
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Zwan-derful
Billy Corgan explains to the world why he's no longer Infinitely Sad
BY MEGAN MCGORY

When it was announced that the Smashing Pumpkins were breaking up almost three
years ago, many fans feared the worst: that
it would be the end of Billy Corgan's career
and an end to an era of angst-driven music.
It may indeed have signaled an end to the
dominating angry and sad themes of the
90's, but an end to Corgan's career? Sad
fans should know better.

isc DATA
Grade: A 'Artist:
Zwan
CD: Mary, Star of the Sea
Label: Warner Brothers
Cheer up, Corgan's back with a brand
new band, Zwan; his style having reincarnated into a more up-beat sound, without
even a slight nod to his former, darker self.
However, Zwan isn't about the Smashing
Pumpkins- it can stand on its own although
comparisons are inevitable. Everything that
worked and worked well then has been
seamlessly sewed together to produce a very
sophisticated album entitled Mary, Star of
the Sea.
While it isn't fair to constantly compare Zwan to Smashing Pumpkins because
they are two bands in their own rights, the
emotions evoked by Mary, Star of the Sea
are the exact opposite of what you would
expect coming from Corgan. After screaming, "God is empty, just like me," in the
Pumpkin's hit, "Zero," his attitude has
changed to a more positive and content one
as he sings "yet how rich is my condition/
god and heaven are all my own" in "Jesus,
I". Religious undertones in Corgan's music were just beginning to surface in the
Pumpkins' 1998 album, Adore, but with
Zwan, Corgan freely explores this avenue.
With almost every song being about

love, it's nothing like the current sugary pop
dominating the mainstream radio stations.
"Of a Broken Heart" might seem like a melancholy song of a loveless life, but- upon
closer inspection it proves to be just as optimistic as the others. "The heart of a child /
is in your hands now/ so let's see you smile
/'cause I'm not impressed with your loneliness" is basically telling someone to cheer
up because someone else loves them. Being loved is one of the best feelings in the
world, so enjoy it.
While Zwan is meant to be loud like
the Pumpkins were, it's more subdued.
Gentle melodies intertwined throughout the
songs make the music flow more smoothly,
and make the music almost have a nostalgic quality with happier tones, similar to
those found in the Pumpkins' 1996 hit,
"1979". Besides that one song, however,
the songs on Mary, Star of the Sea, couldn't
be found on other Pumpkins albums because
they are simply so cheerful in comparison.
This album is the beginning of a road of
success without an end in sight for Zwan.
The five members of Zwan, (Billy
Corgan, Jimmy Chamberlin, Paz
Lenchantin, Matt Sweeney, and David Pajo),
having been established veterans of the music scene, already know what they're doing. There is no trial-and-error here; each
member knows his style and knows how to
achieve what they want. Zwan is the product of many years of hard work; the results
of many experiments within the other bands.
Shortly after the Pumpkins finished
their last tour, despite vague rumors that
Corgan (vocalist/guitar) would continue to
create music and Chamberlin (drums) would
become a racecar driver, both got together
with Matt Sweeney (guitar) and David Pajo
(guitar/bass), to form the quartet, The True
Poets of Zwan.
This signaled a return to the music
scene for Sweeney, who had previously led
the late 80's punk band, Skunk and later
went on to found Chavez. David Pajo, who
formerly played with the underground band
Slint, completed the quartet.
After practicing and playing together
for some months, in April 2002, The True
Poets of Zwan expanded, welcoming bassist Paz Lenchantin (of A Perfect Circle fame)

google.com

Dispite all his rage: Corgan no longer seems to be a rat in a cage. He escaped,
perhaps?

into the quintet. Shortening the name to
Zwan, they began to play around the country gathering fans and turning heads, and
recorded their first album.

In the winter of angry rock, Zwan is
sure to begin a new era as Corgan predicts
in "Come With Me": "I'm a star, and I will
shine, in a season all mine."

Rendered by Joshua O'Connell/The Mirror

World, meet Zwan: Paz, Mart, some deer, Jimmy, Billy, and David.

Degas abandoned idealist views of the past
CONTINUED FROM P.

10

voyeuristic feeling one gets while looking
at this also contributes to the fact that the
woman is naked rather then nude since she
has no idea that she is being watched.
While many of Degas's females can be
considered naked, something like a reclining Venus would be better described as nude.
These figures, unlike those from Degas's
paintings, sensually recline with their bodies enticingly arranged as they gaze lustfully
out of the scene. Women in paintings like
this are often idealized and created for what

art historians call "the male gaze" while
Degas's women are shown in situations as
athletic and much more naturalistic.
There were many scenes of horses and
horseracing as well, which was another
theme, besides the dancers and bathers that
Degas was equally obsessed with, although
these types of paintings are featured less
prominently on dorm room walls.
Both the ballerina and horseracing
works further demonstrated Degas's evolution as a modernist painter and his lucid understanding of motion and form. Like Jockeys, these paintings exhibited cropping and

a repetition of form from some of his previous works.
For as much as the exhibit tells us of
Degas's role in modern art, it also raises
many questions as to what exactly he
thought of women. Many critics consider
works such as The Bath and his ballerina
paintings as derogatory statements against
women, showing his contempt for them by
placing his models in awkward poses, like
the ballerina shown scratching her foot.
However others, including myself, look
to Degas's un-idealized females as a divergence into a more modern way of painting

women, rather then the old idealized perfections of the past. Degas's women can be
seen as a step towards Picasso's treatment
of the female form or even Matisse's discoloration of his models faces. No matter
which view one takes, the exhibit still offers intriguing questions and a comprehensive lesson concerning Degas's well deserved place among the modern masters.
The exhibit runs until May 18. Admission is free although a five dollar donation
is recommended. For directions, gallery
hours, or more information log onto
www.yale. edu/artgallery.
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Budget cuts are an unfortunate reality of life both at
Fairfield University and everywhere else. So many valuable programs are funded through this university, and when
the economy goes sour, deciding where to trim spending is
always a difficult decision.
Accordingto Athletics Director Eugene Doris, Fairfield
University's football team, which has enjoyed a short but
sweet seven-year history, including one MAAC championship, may be a casualty of a tighter budget for next year.
Although at press time the fate of the program is unknown,
readers
are encouraged to
visit
www.fairfieldmirror.com this afternoon to get the latest
news on the state of the football team.
Yet, whether the team stays or whether it goes, the administration needs to recognize that perhaps poor foresight
and a lack of commitment brought the program to where it
stands today: important enough to receive $170,747 (in
2001), yet not important enough to be protected from elimination.
Excluding the recent successes of the men's basketball
team, turnout at most Fairfield athletic events is usually
low. However, after basketball, the football team generally pulled in a respectable amount of fans, at least by
Fairfield standards. Furthermore, if there were not a football game, would Alumni Weekend be so widely attended?
The real losers in this budget crunch, however, are not
the fans, but the players. Even if the program stays, what
kind of message does that send to a current freshman that
chose to come to Fairfield to play football? Furthermore,
the current lack of funding combined with the recent departure of coach Joe Bernard will do irreparable harm to
the team's ability to recruit and convince future players that
Fairfield is where they should spend the next 4 years.
Whether the program goes or whether it stays, one cannot help but feel a great deal of sympathy for any football
player currently attending the university. Some will probably transfer as a result of the whole dilemma, and their
last memory of Fairfield University will no doubt harm the
growing reputation officials have worked so hard to build.

THOUSANDS tSf

BoxAA
1073 North Benson Road
Fairfield, Connecticut 06430

News: (203) 256-6600
Advertising: (203) 256-6594
Editor in Chief: (203) 256-6529

The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to commentary@fairfieldmirror.com
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once recieved, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 750 words.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

TOLL

RISKS TbaA y-

50 ic toe BoMfyltfir...

• • •

Sevew AsutcUAvrs
PMi&tieo AsrHE SPAcB
$HVTTL£

^

COi-UM&l*.,.

cry,,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Preserve the wall between church and state
To the Editor:
As a faculty member, I am reluctant to write an unsolicited letter
to the student newspaper, but feel
that the issue I wish to address is one
of a timely importance. Our country
is currently at the brink of a political crisis that may lead to war in Iraq.
The matter is pressing, and one that
not one of us can ignore or be ignorant of.
Although the prospect of war is
the first item on our political radar
these days, there are other matters
that deserve our attention and action.
Indeed, while we are looking to and
focusing on foreign affairs, much of
our domestic agenda in the United
States is slowly being eroded before
our eyes. One issue that has significant relevance for us as members of
a Jesuit university community is the
Faith Based Initiative proposed by
President George W. Bush in 2001,
blocked by the Senate later that year,
and then enacted in part through an

executive order in December 2002.
In a nutshell, the initiative seeks
to grant federal, tax-payer monies to
religious-based organizations that
provide important social services
such as job counseling to the unemployed, family planning to young,
unwed mothers, and food and meals
for homeless citizens (and non-citizens).
This past month, during the
heated debates over whether or not
inspectors in Iraq had identified a
smoking gun permitting us to wage
war, President Bush proposed a further plan to grant government funding to religious institutions to build
places of worship that include spaces
devoted to social services. Notably,
the President also repeatedly mentioned faith-based charities in his
State of the Union address in January. As good as the activities of religious-based charities are and their
outcomes might be, the Faith Based
Initiative gives me cause for concern. The separation of Church and

State is at the foundation of our constitution, and this initiative threatens
to violate that separation outright.
But more than that, this initiative
opens the door to the social ill of
open discrimination and the appearance of proselytizing activity being
sanctioned by the federal government.
I write these words with full respect and encouragement for those
religious groups who help the less
fortunate members of society. Although the matter of the Faith-Based
Initiative is not one that intends to
pit one denomination against another, there is legitimate concern that
the initiative would favor Evangelical houses of worship, and specifically some that openly discriminate
against groups of citizens on the basis of skin color or sexual orientation.
Sincerely,
Jesus Escobar
Professor of Art History

Apathy? It all boils down to respect
To the Editor:
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Poor priorities
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The connection between your
article written by Mr. Pignataro and
why I have directed my response at
Father Kelley and Mr. Doris is as
such; at the conclusion of the article
the author asks whether or not students will show up at the next home
men's basketball game? My response is as follows; Are students the
only ones to blame for the apparent
apathy on campus? My answer is
that students are not solely to blame,
but the people that preside in the
upper echelon of this campus perpetually show a lack of respect,
or even disdain towards students
who are obviously the heart of the
university itself.
We students are not lazier or

more apathetic than any other students at other colleges across the
country. As such, when there is very
little given back to us, or when there
are constant disparaging actions
aimed at us, we grow indifferent.
When we arrive at a basketball
game at halftime and are absurdly
turned away, one has to to ask why?
When we try to form a student section, like Duke, but are bullied by
ushers, maybe it is just more appealing to not give the effort.
Students begin to ask why when
they sit the farthest from their own
team and in the worst section in the
arena. Why even show up? When
our own athletic director cares for
nothing more than basketball, as
many other students athletes will attest, we just might show the same

disrespectful attitude in return towards him. Some have to not only
drive at least fifteen minutes to a basketball game, but also pay for parking only to be treated poorly upon
arrival.
When we, as students are turned
away from a class we need in order
to graduate we will, in return, not
show much gratitude to the university. Some of us are beset by confusion on their own future, because the
football program is canceling. In the
midst of this I ask why would one
dedicate themselves to the University, if not shown the same respect
in return
Sincerely,
Andrew Turf
President of SAAC

COMMENTARY

www.fairfieldmirror.com

FEBRUARY

6, 2003 J3

Embarassing Dating Situations?

HE Salt / SHE sail
Don Partyka
When writing about embarrassing
moments with your significant other, I
needed to consult my housemates seeing
as I haven't had anything close to a significant other since high school. What we
came up with is a list of what we consider
universals that occur in nearly all college
"relationships."
First and foremost of all awkward
moments is the misplaced expulsion of gas,
or a fart. When exactly is it ok to "release?" What do you do if you fart at an
inopportune time, because you were at the
moment, "too relaxed?" My roommate has
somewhat of a chronic problem. I thought
it was bad when he'd wake me up because
of a horrible "plop plop" sound. It was only
later I could imagine the hell his girlfriend
must go through.
Another awkward moment happens
when you involve alcohol, and one of the
two involved gets drunk-wasted. The less
drunk-wasted one has to take responsibility. This can involve holding hair back,
getting puked on, pissed on, constantly giving glasses water or crackers, putting them
by the toilet, checking for a heartbeat, basically putting up with the other when they
are at their worst
Getting walked in on during an inti-

mate moment also seems to be a universal.
Yeah it's embarrassing, but usually not a
problem. The question is how long the third
party who walked in keeps watching. Then
there is when you find yourself, for one reason or another unable to perform, or you
perform in "record time" (By the way, it's
never ok, and it doesn't happen to all guys).
That can be embarrassing.
Possibly one of the most embarrassing
moments though can be when you get back
from La Salsa and, unable to pinch it, you
end up using her facility. Then she needs to
use the bathroom. Or you simply stunk it
up so bad even closing the door don't help.
That's pretty bad.
Embarrassing moments are inevitable;
I have them all the time. I just don't always
remember them, kind of a defense mechanism. What are you gonna do?
On a more personal note, I'd like to
make an announcement. It's my birthday
on the 11th. I'll be in the Grape roughly
that whole week seeing as how I'm very
scared of the LSATs this Saturday, and afterward I'm going to try to forget it ever
happened.
I'm convinced that it will be a week of
funny, and embarrassing moments. Just always laugh it off.

Lynn Raimondo
Hello, college. Goodbye to the major
drag of having parents, siblings, and extended family around. We are thrown into
this Utopian situation where privacy is second nature. Or so we think. This newfound
freedom that living away inevitably brings
is dramatically overestimated.
See, mishaps not only can, but will
occur. You're around for a little while and
get to know someone. Awesome. To top it
all off the two of you live a heartbeat away
from each other. Complete paradise. Then,
the weekend comes, and you get slightly
drunk. (Everyone knows drunkenness leads
not only to regretted behavior, (oh boy) but
in extreme cases, to the loss of control of
the stomach or the bladder.) Nearly every
weekend freshman year stories about this
getting in the way of two people becomes
the latest gossip.
This is nothing. Discussing blunders
of college dating would not be complete
without roommates. No matter what there
are awkward moments. Roommates leave
for the night. That inevitable, irresistible
eavesdropping that goes on. And we call
this privacy?!? I think I might have heard
it all, but some stories still stand out. A dear
friend, who unfortunately must remain
nameless, was walked in on wearing socks.

(Be sure to place the emphasis on socks.)
It is a shame that these stories become second nature here in college and that our
shock value lessens with each new one this
sort of story is commonplace by senior
year.
Parents are stressful enough. Add to
the mix when they call for your roommate
on Sunday morning when he or she hasn't
yet returned from the night before. What
do you do? Well, it's inevitable that you
freeze, tell some stupid lie, and they figure
it out anyway. Or, how about when they
call and you are just chilling with your significant other, and have to act like it's a
normal conversation.
Parents calling are never quite as scary
as parents visiting. We've all crept around
and pretended to be at breakfast when
roommates' parents have visited, and
we've also experienced it from the other
angle-just lying about where our roommates went on Saturday morning. I know
many of our parents are from the generation of hippies, and believe in "free love,"
but they are still our parents, and it's still
creepy.
So, you think college is the perfect dating atmosphere? Think again. I guess they
paved paradise and put up a parking lot.

A loaded deck: World War in on its way;
North Korea and Iraq are currently
the military hotspots filling the newsprint
these days. It seems as if there is a clock
slowly ticking down to war in Iraq. Recent
estimates cite that around 250,000 U.S.
troops will be stationed in the Persian Gulf
by mid-February. As for North Korea their
admission to the world that they possessed
nuclear weapons has sent Washington
scrambling diplomatically. A rogue state
with nukes that could possibly be for sale
has made a tricky global environment even
more so.
Imagine the worst-case scenario. War
in Iraq and North Korea drops a nuke on
Seoul or Tokyo thinking it has nothing to
lose and everything to gain by rattling the
U.S.
The problem right now for the United
States is that it has a limited volunteer army
that runs the risk of being overstretched and
proving ineffective if forced to fight conflict in two theatres. Paul Kennedy put it best
in his book The Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers when he drew this parallel, "As the
British and French military found in their
time, a nation with extensive overseas obligations will always have a more difficult
"manpower problem" than a state which
keeps its armed forces solely for home defense."
Doctor Kurt Schlichting of the Sociology Department offers this question, "Are

the North Koreans
North Koreans but
THE BOND FILE
taking advantage of
really he is playing
vulnerability to conwith fire. North KoMICHAEL A. BOND
front conflict on two
rea has already
fronts?"
launched test warHe goes on further to cite how he feels heads over Japan and into the Sea of Japan.
that we, as a nation, do not expect multiple It clearly has the range to wreak havoc.
conflicts at once. The simple fact is that Seoul is a city of 10 million well within its
the nearly-unilateral stance of the United range. Bush talks tough to the Koreans
States with regard to policing the world will while continually flexing his muscles to
be ineffective if forced to deal with a crisis show the Iraqis the possible wrath they may
in both the Pacific Rim and the Persian soon incur.
Gulf.
So lets say Bush and Rummy (Donald
Bush may be playing tough with the Rumsfeld) get their wish and bombs reign

over Iraq. What is to stop a desperate
Saddam from launching a warhead (possibly chemical or biological) into Israel. Remember, Israel has promised to retaliate.
This all would seem to be a good time for
Iran to possibly invade Iraq or Israel being
as they aren't the biggest fans of either one.
Viola! Now, you have a genuine World War
III with a C student as Commander-In-Chief
of the world's greatest superpower.
As college students this scenario is certainly one of utmost importance. We have
already seen a war resistance movement
brewing on campus and if any bombs drop
the movement is sure to grow and fear of a
possible draft is sure to arise. With a nation
not fully behind his agenda in Iraq and a stagnating economy at home President Bush is
running the risk of dropping the ball and
losing the massive support the nation afforded him after 9/11. He is also risking
World War III with this current posturing.
Dangerous times indeed.
It is important that both faculty and we,
as students, rally around sensibility and do
everything we can to keep another war at
bay. Our future is at stake. The destruction
that is quite possible is just a risk we cannot
afford to take. Violence begets violence.
Why not as world leaders use our position
on the global stage to encourage dialouge
and diplomacy before we invite destruction
and depravity?
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Athletes juggle classes and practices
BY KRISTINE LYNCH

Beep, Beep, Beep. The bedside clock
turns to 5:15am. In her head, she maps out
the day's schedule. Practice, religion, calculus, Barone, lifting and conditioning,
write an English paper and study for a psychology exam. That's the typical day of a
Fairfield softball player, and very similar to
any other student athlete at Fairfield.
Christie LaRusso, a freshman on the
swim team, said it was impossible for her
to take part in a work-study program on
campus with her already busy schedule, (see
sidebar "One Athlete's Average Day")
"If you don't have a job where you can
sit there and do your homework 80 percent
of the time, it won't fit into your schedule,"
LaRusso said.
It's not uncommon to have required
double practice sessions a few times per
week. In some cases practice times are at
ludicrous times because there is lack of gym
space during the day to accommodate all 21
varsity teams.
"We have to be in the Rec Plex at 5:30
am. It's a sacrifice we make, but we knew a
Division I program would be like this,"
Laura Sandonato, a member of the softball
team commented.
The baseball team practices at night
from 10-12 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.
"It's definitely annoying, but our coach
has no choice," said pitcher Tom Maisano
'04. "Because everyone has different class
schedules, it's the only time we have a full
squad at practice. It's really to our benefit, I
guess."

The student athlete is responsible to
balance classes and practice accordingly.
Professors are given a list of game dates that
will conflict with class times, but they are
not excused for practice.
During a team's season, it is allowed
by NCAA regulations to practice a maximum of 20 hours per week plus traveling to
and from games.
"If we travel on the weekends, some
days we don't return to campus until after
midnight Sunday night. We still have to
make it to our 8 a.m. class on Monday,"
Sandonato remarked.
Mark Spellman, Fairfield's strength and
conditioning coach, works with each team
in and out of its season. He believes that
students choosing to continue athletic careers at any Division I school has to have a
lot of personal dedication to the sport.
"They do have a time-pressing schedule, and I do expect them to show up to practice giving all of their effort to me,"
Spellman said. "It is a lot of time, but it's
my no means unmanageable."
This could place an incredible burden
on incoming freshmen who are trying to
become acclimated with college life.
"Having an athletic schedule added to
a whole new life schedule made things a
little more difficult," LaRusso said.
"There's not much flexibility when you have
to balance both athletics and academics.
Almost everyday has a plan to it, and if you
don't follow it, you fall behind."
According to academic coordinator
Maryanne Palazzi, just 211 athletes received
3.0 or higher last semester. Fifty-seven of

ONE ATHLETE'S AVERAGE DAY
Christie LaRusso '06 is a member of Fairfield's swim team. This is an
example of a typical day that she encounters:
• 7 a.m.: First practice of the day, followed by breakfast as quickly as
she can so she can get back to her room for a nap. LaRusso says she
would not be able to get through the rest of her day without the daily
morning nap. After the nap, she goes to class until 2 or 3 p.m.
• 3-4:30 p.m.: Relax time that includes doing work or other extra
things like cleaning, reading, keepingin touch with family and friends.
• 4:30 p.m.: Back to the pool for practice No. 2 of the day.
• 7:30 p.m.: A late dinner followed by more work and some television
watching.
• Midnight: Finally time for bed, just to start over tomorrow!
the athletes in the 3.0 club were freshmen.
Coaches commented that the transition from
high school to college is hard athletically,
but the academic change is huge for freshmen.
"It's crucial for freshmen to develop
strong study habits," said head softball
coach Julie Brzensky. "The athletic center
provides a quiet, controlled environment to
study, and the study hours help freshmen
get on the right track."
Freshmen athletes are required by the
athletic department to attend eight hours of
study hall per week during their first semester in the Walsh Athletic Center and are
monitored by a staff member.

However, LaRusso felt the use of the
study hall was more of a hassle than a benefit.
"For me, I didn't really feel that the
mandatory study hall helped," LaRusso said.
"I knew when the most productive time was'
for me to study ... at night ... and I didn't
feel like walking there and back just to
study."
Women's tennis captain Erin Reeves
'04 said being a member of varsity program
has helped her better schedule her activities.
"It forces you to manage your time and
try to get things done," Reeves said.

Swimming looks ahead to MAAC's and ECAC's
BY ANNIE MULOWNEY

The men's and women's swimming
teams are extremely optimistic about the
upcoming MAAC Tournament. This semester, both teams lost several key players who
traveled abroad. However, the teams have
been training hard and have improved their
times.
The men's team fell to Stony Brook
137-92, while the women also lost to Stony
Brook 141-100 Saturday afternoon. This
meet was the senior's last collegiate home
meet.
Despite the team's loss, three individual
school records were broken. Frank Vitulli
'04 set two new school records in the 400
and 800-meter freestyle races, while Raul
Delgadillo '06 broke the school record in
the 200-meter breaststroke.
On the women's side, senior Virginia
Meade raced in her final home meet and was
able to capture the 800-meter freestyle race
with a time of 9:46.85.
The Stags loss to Stony Brook, however, did not break the team's confidence
heading into the conference tournament.
"We're not looking at the number of
wins vs. losses. We have to measure the
success of our season. We're just focusing
on the MAAC's right now," said head coach
Bill Farley. "I think we are going to swim
real fast at the MAAC's," added Farley, who

had limited time to discuss the team with
The Mirror.
The MAAC Championships will be
held February 21-23 at Loyola College in
Maryland. The Stags' toughest competition
this year will be against defending champion Marist, and contenders Rider and
Loyola.
"Our expectations for the MAAC are
high on both an individual and team effort.
Unlike other sports, losses in a dual meet
don't affect MAAC standings," said Kim
Maher '04. " And with the times we've been
getting, we're all excited for the MAAC's."
Christie LaRusso '06 said the team is
looking to improve upon last year's results.
"Last year, the team improved its ranking. This year our goal is one in the same:
to improve our ranking once again ... illustrating that we're a more serious team,"
LaRusso said. "We've put in the time and
effort. Now we want to show what we can
do at a big meet like the MAAC's."
Captain Chip Stryker '04 agreed that
the women's team will improve on their
time, but since the men's team is small, they
are put at an immediate disadvantage.
"We have never trained at the level we
are training at right now. We expect to see
some incredible time drops at the MAAC's.
As for placing, the women have a real shot
at scoring better than they have in the past,
so there are some high expectations,"

Stryker said. "But as for
the men, because our
team is so small we
aren't able to think
about placing well realistically. But that allows
us to focus on our individual races and hope
for personal bests."
The weekend after
the MAAC's, select
members of the team
will be traveling to the
ECAC's in Pittsburgh.
Those who are chosen
to represent the team are
required to make a specific time for the races
he/she competes in.
"The time requirements for the ECAC's
are challenging but I
think a good number of
people will make the
cuts," said Christian McEvoy '04.
Both the men's and women's teams
have had to overcome immediate adversity
to start the season when former head coach
Don Galuzzi left the team right before the
start of the school year. The team was disjointed until Farley was named the new head
coach just several weeks before both teams
had their first meet of the season.

into upcoming tourneys. Amy WomackAThe Mirror

"Not having a coach in the beginning
was like starting training late. To make up
for it, coach Bill had us doing double practices Monday through Friday," La Russo
said. "The team's done a great job of staying focused and working extra hard to make
up for lost time. We don't see it as a deterrent, we don't even think about it anymore."
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Coming to an end?
Football players react to possible disbandment of program
some players' lives.
"The team shouldn't get
For three years, you have
cut, and, if it does, it's for all
given hours and hours to the sport
the wrong reasons," said
you love. You have lifted, trained
Dowling. "There are too
and practiced to make yourself a
many dedicated people on
better player. You have lived and
this team, and it wouldn't be
died with your team through evright to disband the proery game. But now because of
gram."
budget cuts, your team and a part
Nick Totaro '04 said it
of you may be gone.
would be impossible for him
"Right now, the fate of the
to transfer, considering it
football team is unknown," Athwill be his senior year.
letic Director Eugene Doris said
"It's not like we [the
last week. The news caught playjunior class] can leave and
ers and students by surprise.
play somewhere else,"
The athletic department has
Totaro said. "I' ve made a lot
had a tough budget year, accordof friends here and wouldn't
ing to Doris. In a budget meetbe able to leave at this point."
ing on February 5, the fate of the
Football is the most ex[football] team would be depensive varsity sport at
cided, he said.
Fairfield because of the numThe result of that meeting
ber of players .the team has.
was unavailable at press time, but
In 2001, the university allotwill
be
posted
at
ted the program over
www.fairfieldmirror.com on
$170,000 to cover team exThursday.
penses, according to the
Many of the Fairfield UniFairfield University Athletics
versity football players are facDisclosure Act documents.
ing this difficult scenario. WaitFairfield has .been
Chris Donato/The Mirror
ing for the destiny of their team Team Huddle: A meeting of university officials Wednesday determined the fate of the team.
amongst the top defensive
and a part of themselves to be decided. So
All the effort, time and dedication these sport, and now it may be lost right before teams in Division I-AA. The Stags finished
players are already trying to prepare them- juniors have put into before their senior year. my senior year."
2nd in the MAAC this season with a 5-6
selves for the worse: the disbandment of All of that commitment that these players
If football is axed, some players may overall record. And now this team on the
their football team.
have given could be taken away right be- have to make the decision if they are going rise may be cut down before it can reach its
"I don't think it's fair," said running fore their final year.
to stay at Fairfield or transfer to play at an- potential. back Rishawd Watson '04. "I will be really
"It would hurt if we lost our team," said other school. Players like Watson only came
"It hurts to think about it," said Watson.
upset if the team gets cut, especially because offensive lineman Connor Dowling '04. "I to Fairfield because of football. A negative "My whole class has been through it all toit's going to be my senior year."
have put a lot of effort and time into this decision by the university would change gether, and now it may have to end." /
BY MIKE THEILE

Fate of football program to be announced today
CONTINUED FROM P

.1

ment was performed before its decision to
drop the program following the 2002 season, according to the St. John's sports information department.
The St. John's athletic administration
said in a press release that the reformation
of the school's athletic programs, which
dropped five varsity sports this year, supports the university's overall strategic planning effort.
Canisius said the school would save
$500,000 by cutting seven of its programs,
which resulted in an uproar by Canisius football players and alumni, according to a Nov.
29, 2002 article in The Buffalo News.
The article said that more than 30 underclassmen football players now plan to
transfer after hearing the program would no
longer exist, while alumni have attempted
to raise money for an endowment to support the team that was able to gather
$15,000 in just one afternoon from 30
alumni.
While many of St. John's and Canisius
players protested the disbandment of its re-

spective programs, Fairfield football players remain optimistic that the Stags program
will in fact exist next year.
"From the information our coaches
have given us, we're optimistic there will
be a program next year," said punter Jeff
Gomulinski '05. "You really can't believe
rumors. They're still recruiting and we're
still working out."
The team will officially find out the fate
of the program Thursday Feb. 6, according
to Gomulinski.
Gomulinski, a Sports Network AilAmerican first-team selection this year after punting 66 times for 2,776 yards, admitted that if the program was to be dropped,
he would most likely transfer out of
Fairfield.
"If they drop the program, I would definitely consider transferring," said
Gomulinski, who booted a career-long 68yard punt against Marist this season. "I love
football and definitely want to continue
playing, especially after having such a good
season."
Most of the players haven't been given
much information regarding the future sta-

Chris Donato/The I

The fate of football: The decision on the program's future will be announced today.

tus of the program from the athletic department, according to Nick Totaro '04.
"We haven't really heard much. There
are rumors going around, but we're still
doing our off-season workouts by running
and lifting," Totaro said. "At this point
we're just going along as if there's a team.
Obviously if they decided otherwise, it
would be a great disappointment. Especially
going into our [the junior class] senior year,
we wouldn't want that to happen."
Rishawd Watson '04, the program's all-

time leading rusher, said the primary reason for him coming to Fairfield was to play
football.
"Football has meant everything to me,"
Watson said. "I wouldn't be here if it wasn't
for football. It was the only reason why I
came to Fairfield."
Doris said, however, that when finances
are involved, anything can happen.
'There is a 'never say never' about anvthing," Doris said. "Finances become a very
overriding factor."
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Towering forces
Cousins Ajou Deng and Deng Gaiprovide Stags with inside presence
BY MIKE PIGNATARO

D-E-N-G.
Deng, Deng,
Deng. The chants by students came
after each block, five in all, by
Deng Gai in the Stags last game
against Siena.
The 6-foot-9 sophomore forward takes great pride in his defensive abilities, which helped earn
him the MAAC Defensive Player
of the Year last season.
"My defense is my greatest
ability," Deng Gai said. " Rebounding and blocking shots is
•what I do. The offense is more of
a team thing."
Teamed with his older cousin,
Ajou Deng, who transferred to
Fairfield from Connecticut two
years ago, the duo provide the
Stags with tremendous size and
options, according to head coach
Tim O'Toole.
"We're big and we're long.
There are no disadvantages of hav-

ing the two of them on the floor at
the same time," O'Toole said. "It
creates this outside-inside combi^
nation that we really haven't been
able to explore that much this season because Ajou is still coming
along."
Ajou Deng underwent foot
surgery during the summer that
sidelined him for more than a
month to start the season. The 6foot-11 fifth-year senior has slowly
begun to show the form of old, but
his limited mobility has kept ihim
from regaining the highly-touted
player tjhat was recruited by Connecticut.
It's been frustrating for Ajou
Deng not to be able to perform at
100 pejrcent so far this year.
"Its frustrating when you get
out thpre and you can't do the
things 'you used to do. It's hard
for me to be aggressive sometimes.
But it's getting better," Ajou Deng

Courtesy of Sports Info.

said. "Things happen for a reason.
I just want to help the team as
much as I can."
Deng Gai has also had to overcome adversity this year after being suspended for the fall semester for violating university policy.
"It was hard, but there was
nothing I could do about it... it was
the school's decision," Deng Gai
said. "It was good for me though.
I was able to concentrate on being
a regular student. I supported my
teammates. My teammates were
always there and supported me."
Deng Gai set the school
record with 117 blocked shots last
year and has already denied 47
opponents' attempts this year in
just 11 games. In perspective, the
closest player in the league has 29
blocks in 19 games this year.
After leading the Stags in rebounding last year, Ajou Deng's
reduced agility has resulted in
Deng averaging only 2.5 rebounds
and just under five points per game
this season.
Ajou Deng and Deng Gai
come from a rich background of
basketball, including Ajou's
younger brother Luol, who has
committed to play at Duke next
year.
"He's right behind LeBron
James.coming out of high school,"
Ajou Deng said. "It's a great opportunity for him ... he's going to
play right away."
Ajou Deng credits former
NBA star Manute Bol for his support since they were little kids.
"He's like our uncle. He's
been supporting us since we starting playing basketball when we
were young kids," Ajou Deng said.
"He's like a hero to a lot of
Sudanese people; because he did a
lot to help Sudan. He's always
there for us. He's like a father to
us."
Bol can always be found sitting behind the Fairfield bench at
the games and will likely be in attendance Thursday when the Stags

Courtesy of Sports Info.

Ajou Deng (above) and Deng Gai (left) add size to Fairfield's lineup.

face Canisius at the Arena at Harbor Yard.
Deng Gai put an emphasis on
rebounding against Canisius,
something that hurt Fairfield in the
team's loss to Siena.
"They're going to come here
with the attitude that they want to
win... like how Siena came up and
beat us," Deng Gai said. "We have
to play together as a team. We
have, to make sure we rebound. We
have to be aggressive. We can't
turn the ball over."
Canisius is one of the league's
best defensive teams, tied with the
Stags for first for field-goal percentage against.
They are a really good defen-

sive team.... They are very stingy
defensively," O'Toole said. "They
may have the best backcourt in the
league with Dux and Mallory.
Those guys can flat out shoot.
They [Canisius] have a system of
a lot of guys that can hurt you in
different ways."
Ajou Deng cites Fairfield's
more experienced team this year
as the primary factor behind the
Stags success so far.
"We've improved a lot. I
think we have a lot of experience,"
Ajou Deng said. "Everyone's staying together. We all want one thing
... to win it [MAAC Championship] and go to the NCAA Tournament."
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